It is well worth a trial.
So far as appears at present, there is not much risk attending the use of the drug, its physiological action appearing to be exerted first on the cerebrum, and not markedly on the cerebellum, unless the dose be large. Experiments on dogs showed that deep sleep was produced in from ten minutes to half-an-hour, and that this sleep was prolonged, without any accompanying alarming effects on the heart and respiration. An increase of the dose acted powerfully on the medulla, bringing the vagus into strong inhibitory action. Respiration became slower, and death resulted from arrest of the heart.
In dogs, after the administration of a sufficient and safe quantity, the respiratory movements fell from twenty to sixteen, a fall similar to that which occurs in normal sleep, and the differences in pulse rate and blood pressure were hardly perceptible. It is well worth a trial.
